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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 14th September 2019
Laganvale Bandroom, Stranmillis
Chairperson
Allan Davison 
Attendees
Chris McGookin (CWA), Amber MacLennan (CWA),

David Leonard (Dungannon), Jeanette Morton (Dungannon), Morris Cameron (Third Carrickfergus), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), David Johnston (Laganvale), Stephen Kennedy (Unattached), Allan Davison (Third Carrickfergus), Paul Kirk (Downshire)

Apologies

Alan Hunter (1st Old Boys), Ken Browne (Comber)
Allan Davison welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted with 2 minor amendments by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk advised of correspondence from Alan Bell at the British Army Corps of Music. There will be an NI Army Music Academy 28-31st October. It is aimed at giving 15-36 year-olds a taste of what it would be like to be a full time musician in the British Army. 

Leaflets were distrusted to those who were present and details have been posted to BBL facebook page. 
Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy reported that the balance on the 1st June 2019 was £4020.25. There is £400 to be lodged from the Table Quiz. Stephen noted that all outstanding cheques have now been presented and that NIBA have paid their contribution towards contest insurance. 

Allan Davison commented that BBL finances are now looking much healthier than they were a couple of years ago. He posed questions to those present: Should the BBL now stop our austerity measures?  What should we do to get funds into the local banding community?
Festival of Brass 2019

Allan Davison advised that the BBL Executive worked extensively following the June meeting to try to find a solution. The executive then met on 14th June to discuss the event. As it had not been possible to secure a suitable venue on the dates which suit us, the executive regrettably took the decision to cancel this year’s event. The Island Centre in Lisburn has been booked for next year’s event on 28th November. 
Fundraising

Allan Davison thanked Chris McGookin and Amber MacLennan for organising the recent table quiz. Amber noted that it was great to have members of Magheramorne Silver Band present at the event. Stephen Kennedy thanked the Third Carrickfergus band for sending a donation in lieu of a team. 

Solos & Ensembles 2020

Allan Davison advised that the BBL will once again be partnering with FTBBSS. Les Neish will adjudicate Senior classes and Owen Farr will adjudicate Junior Classes. 

It was agreed by those present that entry packs will go out to bands in mid-November and the closing date for entries will be 18th January. It is hoped that the later closing date will be of assistance to bands. 

The make-up of classes will be discussed and agreed at the October meeting. 

Paul Kirk advised that Stephen Crooks is happy to run a workshop on the Friday evening similar to last time. Les and Owen are both available. 
Brass in Concert 2020

Dates are 6th/7th March

Paul Kirk advised that The Valley Hotel has been booked and 2 rooms reserved for the Friday night.

The following list of music adjudicators was suggested:

Mark Wilkinson

Sarah Groake-Booth

Duncan Beckley

Tom Davoren

David Roberts

Andy Warner

Lisa Clarke was suggested as Entertainment Adjudicator.

Paul Kirk to contact the suggested adjudicators. 
Spring Festival 2020
Paul Kirk confirmed that the Strule Arts Centre has been booked and that the event will run in partnership with Together in Music. Owen Farr has been engaged to adjudicate on the day, it was noted that he will be performing a concert at the theatre on the evening preceding the contest. 
Allan Davison advised that lower section contest attendance is a worry, however the issue appears to be UK-wide. 
. 

Other Business
Paul Kirk is continuing to liaise with AccessNI with regards to re-registering the BBL. 
It was suggested that the BBL should run another Safeguarding Course.

Paul Kirk sought views on whether the BBL should offer non-contesting membership. This spurred further discussion and queries around how would we encourage bands to join? What can we offer? Is BBL just a contesting organisation?

Paul Kirk to contact Michael Alcorn to request a report on the questionnaires which were completed by bands in 2018. 
There being no further business, Allan Davison brought the meeting to a close.
Next meeting will be on 5th October in Laganvale Bandroom.
Upcoming Contest Dates

Saturday 12th October (Brass) + 

Saturday 19th October (Flute / Accordion / Concert)
NIBA Championship of Ireland
Saturday 15th February

BBL Solos & Ensembles Competition

Friday/Saturday 6th/7th March 2020

Brass in Concert

Saturday 25th April 2020

BBL Spring Festival
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