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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 2nd February 2019
Laganvale Bandroom, Stranmillis

Chairperson
Allan Davison
Attendees
Amber MacLennan (CWA), Ken Browne (Comber), Bill Clements (VP/1st Larne Old Boys), Jeanette Morton (Dungannon), David Leonard (Dungannon), Alan Hunter (VP/1st Old Boys), Jonathan Sharpe (1st Old Boys), David Johnston (Laganvale), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Allan Davison (VP/Third Carrickfergus), Paul Kirk (Downshire)
Apologies

Chris McGookin (CWA), Vicky McAuley (Wellington), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff)
Allan Davison welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk reported that any correspondence received was related to upcoming BBL contests and events.
Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the bank balance was £4830.94 at 31st January. He advised that affiliation fees are in, along with Solos/Ensembles and Fivemiletown entry fees. There is approximately £500 to be lodged. With a lot happening in coming weeks, the end of April will likely offer a truer picture of BBL finances.
Compering at Entertainment Contests
The BBL have asked Ken McFarland to compere our contests and he is happy to do so. It is up to bands as to whether they want to use him on the day. 
Bands should contact Ken prior to contest day to go over any programme/presentation requirements.
Solo & Ensemble Competition

Amber MacLennan advised that entries are down approximately 18-20%. 
143 in total vs. 176 in 2018. 
81 in Junior classes, 62 in Senior classes. 

Juniors
10&under solo – 16, 12&under solo – 27, 15&under solo – 20, 17&under solo - 12, 12&under ensemble - 1, 17&under ensemble - 3, Youth Band – 2

Seniors
Slow Melody – 26, C Solo – 0, B Solo – 1, A Solo – 12, 19&under solo – 4, C Ensemble – 2, B ensemble – 4, A ensemble 4, B Quartet 4, A Quartet 5
It was agreed that start time will be 10am. Draw to be done and bands advised of the outcome including timings. Only junior section draw to be published online. 

Allan Davison thanked Amber for her efforts and advised that Junior Section will finish around 5pm with Senior section finishing around 6pm. 

The Friday evening event with Les Neish and Owen Farr will start at 7pm. Allan also advised that Ronnie Tennant of Band Supplies will be at the Friday night event.

Paul Kirk to remind bands of the Friday night event. 

Brass in Concert / Fivemiletown

The draw was made for the contest and competing bands will be notified accordingly.

Paul Kirk to confirm accommodation details for adjudicator with Valley Hotel. Also to check if mic is linked to house PA and if there are speakers at the bar. 

BBL Executive to source an entertainment Adjudicator.

There will be 5 bands taking part in the Friday night event. 

Those present agreed that the contest prize fund should remain similar to last year, particularly as trophies are now available.
On the day, bands to leave the performance area via fire exit in side lounge in order to reduce congestion in the back hallway.

Jonathan Sharpe to sort music stands and falls. Paul Kirk to bring Downshire music stands for the warmup room in FMT college, Murley will leave stands in their bandhall.

As part of contest correspondence, bands to be asked to remind members to maintain a degree of restraint at the back of the venue with regards to noise levels. They can make all the noise they want in the front bar. 

Spring Festival 2019

Entry forms to go out to bands. 
Closing date is 2nd March (day of Fivemiletown contest)

Paul Kirk to contact Sheona White to confirm travel plans.

Allan Davison to speak to Tommy Barr regarding the contest and any potential funding. 

Festival of Brass 2019

Preferred date of contest is 23rd November with 30Th November as contingency. 
BBL executive to continue search for .0venues.

Other Business
There being no other business, Allan Davison brought the meeting to a close. 

Next meeting will be 9th March in Laganvale Bandroom.
Upcoming Contest Dates

Spring Festival – 6th April 2019
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