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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 7th April 2018
Laganvale Bandroom, Stranmillis

Chairperson
Boris Pinto
Attendees

Paul Kirk (Downshire), James McClure (Comber), Ken Browne (Comber), Amber MacLennan (CWA), David Leonard (Dungannon), Bill Clements (VP/1st Larne Old Boys), Victoria McAuley (Wellington), Jeanette Morton (Dungannon), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), Patricia Gibson (Wellington), Alan Hunter (VP/1st Old Boys), Jonathan Sharpe (1st Old Boys), Craig Connolly (1st Old Boys), David Johnston (Laganvale), Morris Cameron (Third Carrickfergus), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Chris McGookin (CWA), Boris Pinto (Murley)
Apologies

Bill Caughey (President), Michael Alcorn (Downshire)
Boris Pinto welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were then accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk advised of correspondence:
Beyond normal contest correspondence relating to Solos, FMT and Spring Festival…
Stephen Crooks emailed to advise of a youth workshop being organised by Fermanagh Tyrone Brass Band Summer School team. It will take place in Sydenham Salvation Army Hall, Belfast on Wednesday 18th July, 2-5pm

Gillian Bryson emailed of behalf of the Flute Band Association to advise of future dates for their annual contest. They are 23rd February 2019 and 29th February 2020. They have politely asked that we don’t allow our Fivemiletown events to clash with their contest.

William Thompson was in touch to query whether a Grade 1 Scottish band would be allowed to compete in this year’s Festival of Brass contest. General feeling of the executive was that there wouldn’t be any issue coming across provided they competed in the Championship section.

Phone call and email received from a PR agency who were looking a brass band to perform at Belfast City Airport on 21st June. Details were forwarded to affiliated bands.

Roughan and Wellington bands requested draw No.1 for Spring Festival contest.
Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the bank balance was £910.60 in Bank of Ireland account and £1843.26 in Santander account. The Bank of Ireland account contains £850 from 55th Old Boys Trust, to be put towards band of the year. 

Stephen advised that the Solos & Ensembles had made a profit of £161 and the Fivemiletown events had made a profit of £800, largely due to reduced prize fund. 

The Bank of Ireland account will be closed soon, once the 55th Old Boys Trust standing order has been redirected to the Santander account.
Solos & Ensembles 2018
Amber MacLennan advised the there had been 26% withdrawals in Junior Section and 35% in Senior Section. She noted a possible issue where children play in 1 senior band but compete in a different youth band. This was left to be discussed closer to the 2019 event. Amber also suggested creating a <21 solo class and possibility of merging B & C solo classes. 
Paul Kirk proposed a vote of thanks to Amber for organising this years event. 

David Johnston queried whether Seniors and Juniors could swap rooms as minor hall not really suited to “Bells Up” instruments. This will be considered for 2019 event. It was noted that there would generally be a larger audience for the junior section along with larger youth bands requiring extra space so a room swap may not be feasible.
A comment was made about the front door slamming, this will have to be manned next year. 

Brass in Concert, Fivemiletown
Boris Pinto noted that Alan Morrison was very honest in his appraisal of bands.

He also noted that there had been pros and cons for moving adjudicators further back from the bands. 

Noise at the back of the room was a particular worry this year and was indeed mentioned by the adjudicator. Various options were discussed by those present including the use of screens and perhaps closing the bar. It was however noted that the noise does add to the atmosphere of the contest. Moving adjudicators to the front of the DJ box may help, along with offering extra unobstructed views to the audience.

Boris will discuss options with Greg Williamson.

A suggestion was made that a barrier in the back corridor would help to hold the upcoming band back whilst the band on stage leaves. Another proposal was to use the fire exit at the side of the room to allow outgoing band to exit unobstructed.

The lack of trophies on the day was mentioned by members of competing bands and adjudicators alike. The executive will look into securing trophies for the event either through purchase by the BBL or through sponsorship by local businesses and individuals.

Spring Festival 2018
Stephen Kennedy advised that the prize fund for the contest will be £325: Championship £125, 2nd Section £100, Youth £50, Schools £50
Amber MacLennan suggested asking Strabane Brass to supply percussion next year to same of transport costs.

Paul Kirk advised that 13 bands had entered.

The draw was then made as follows:

Youth Bands: 1. 1st Old Boys Youth Band

School Bands: 1. Enniskillen RGS 2. Omagh Academy

2nd Section: 1. Wellington 2. Comber 3. CWA 4. Roughan

Championship: 1. Laganvale 2. Strabane Brass 3. 1st Old Boys 4. Third Carrickfergus 5. Downshire Brass 6. Murley

Start time on the day to be 11am.

Compere duties to be shared among executive.

Festival of Brass 2018

Boris Pinto advised that the venue is still to be confirmed. Executive are investigating other options, should QUB not be available. Moving the contest to another date had been discussed but decision was to leave in November for now. 
Any other business

Fundraising: Night at the Races and Table Quiz have previously been suggested. Executive to discuss after the meeting. 

Boris Pinto advised on discussions around band members with spent convictions. One case in particular had been brought to the attention of the BBL. The BBL are satisfied that the band in question have taken all reasonable steps to protect themselves. The person is very open. He noted that it was easier to assess a known risk than an unknown one. 

There being no further business, Boris Pinto brought the meeting to a close. 

Next meeting will be at 3pm on Saturday 12th May 2018 in Laganvale Bandroom. (later date due to Europeans)
Upcoming Events

Dungannon Silver Band Concert
Saturday 14th April, 7.45pm

Dungannon Methodist Church Hall

CWA Quiz Night

Friday 27th April

Remaining 2018 BBL Contest Dates

24 Nov

Festival of Brass @ QUB
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