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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 5th November 2016
Laganvale Band Room, Wansbeck Street, Belfast

Chairperson
Boris Pinto
Attendees

Ken Browne (Comber), Morris Cameron (3rd Carrick), Jonathan Sharpe (1st Old Boys), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), Bill Caughey (Pres.), Alan Hunter (1st Old Boys), David Johnston (Laganvale), Patricia Gibson (Wellington), Bill Clements (VP/1st Larne Old Boys), Michael Alcorn (Downshire), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Boris Pinto (Murley), David Leonard (Dungannon), Amber MacLennan (3rd Carrick), Chris McGookin (CWA), Paul Kirk (Downshire)
Apologies

None
Boris Pinto welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk reported on the following. 
Invoice issues to North West Festival for £400 to cover adjudicator expenses.
Other correspondence related mainly to Festival of Brass contest.

Dylan Cargill requested permission to film 1st Old Boys band at the Festival of Brass as part of a filming project at his university. This was discussed by executive members and a response issued to Dylan saying BBL were OK with the filming as long as it didn’t interfere with the performances of other bands. Dylan also advised that he had been in touch with Michael Alcorn at QUB regarding the same issue.
Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the bank balance was £1258.22. He noted that contest entry fees had been lodged and St Mark’s had also been paid for the HMS Caroline job in the summer.
Child Protection Course

No update. 
Paul Kirk to book course.
Festival of Brass
It was noted that an entry had been received from St Mark’s Silver Band after the October meeting.

The draw was then made for the contest.
	Youth Bands

	1. Downshire Brass Youth Band

	2. 1st Old Boys Youth Band

	3. Laganvale Youth Band

	5th Section

	1. 1st Larne Old Boys' Silver Band

	4th Section

	1. Dynamic Brass

	2. Warrenpoint Silver Band

	3rd Section

	1. St Mark's Silver Band

	2. Wellington Memorial Silver Band

	2nd Section

	1. Lourdes Brass Band

	2. CWA Brass

	3. Roughan Silver Band

	4. Comber Silver Band

	Championship Section

	1. Downshire Brass

	2. 1st Old Boys Silver Band

	3. Laganvale (Metal Technology) Band

	4. Third Carrickfergus Band


Start time on the day will be 10:30
Results will be presented at end of morning session.

Afternoon session will begin at 13:45 with Youth Bands

Championship section will begin at 18:00.

Michael Alcorn confirmed that QUB arrangements would be as per last year. He also advised that helpers would be required early morning on the day of the contest to help set up chairs.

Adjudicators confirmed as Dave Lea (Music) and Gillian McCutcheon (Entertainment)

Solos & Ensembles 2017

Helen & Glyn Williams travel has been booked. 

It is hoped that they will be running workshops on the evening before the main competition event.

It was agreed by those present that Entry Fees should increase by 50p in all sections.
Entry forms to be sent to bands as soon as possible. 

Closing date for entries will be 17th December.

Spring Festival
Adjudicator to be confirmed. 
Lower section bands are to be approached to seek views on amended format where they will be requested to perform an entertainment programme – Hymn Tune, March, 1 or 2 other pieces.

Morris Cameron queried whether any agreement has been made to have Strabane as the venue for the contest long term. Boris Pinto replied that the agreement was year-to-year but was generally always based on cost.

Brass in Concert / Fivemiletown
Paul Kirk to check with Rachel Bingham as to whether she would like to be entertainment adjudicator.

All agreed that the Friday night event should run again. It was suggested that wind bands could be invited.

The closing date for entries will be the January meeting with draw taking place at February meeting. 
Brass Band Development
Boris Pinto then commenced a discussion on development of brass banding. 
Branding will be important, we need to sell brass bands better. 

Executive to investigate project funding to run a branding exercise. 

Branding needs to show that bands aren’t just about marching.

BBL to issue survey to bands to discover issues they experience and what works and what doesn’t. We need to know good things, not just band.

Development of new players should include adults, not just youth. There are adults who have given up years ago and those who would like to learn.

It was suggested that BBL contact Kevin Sharkey at BBC NI to discuss running a piece on the local banding scene.
The BBL could perhaps extend remit to include Brass Players (not just bands) and even Wind Bands. 

Our events should also include smaller ensembles to encourage bands who can’t field 28 on the stage.

BBL executive to contact Arts Council to see if they have any information on which bands are currently active in Northern Ireland. Also local councils who pay bands for summer park jobs. 

Other Business
There was then a general discussion regarding various rules including those affecting registrations and contesting. It was noted that bands would need to make representations directly to the NIBA is they would like to see rule changes.

Lastly, Bill Caughey commented that it would be good to see results returned quicker at contests as it can become frustrating for audiences who have to wait, with little activity on stage. 

There being no further business, Boris Pinto brought the meeting to a close.

Next meeting will be Saturday 3rd December in Laganvale Bandroom and will include BBL Annual General Meeting.
Upcoming BBL Events

	26th November 2016
	Festival of Brass

	11th February 2017
	Solos & Ensembles

	4th March 2017
	Brass in Concert

	8th April 2017
	Spring Festival


Upcoming Other Events

CWA in Concert
in aid of Marie Curie

Saturday 3rd December 7:30pm

Carrickfergus Townhall
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