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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 5th December 2015
Cutters Warf, Stranmillis, Belfast

Chairperson
Boris Pinto
Attendees

David Leonard (Dungannon), Jeanette Morton (Wellington), Patricia Gibson (Wellington), Bill Caughey (Pres.), Boris Pinto (Murley), Bill Clements (1st Larne Old Boys), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Allan Davison (3rd Carrickfergus), Graham Garrett (Laganvale), Paul Kirk (Downshire) 
Apologies

David Johnston (Laganvale), Alan Hunter (1st Old Boys), Michael Alcorn (Downshire), Patricia Evans (Dynamic Brass), Ken Browne (Comber)

Boris Pinto welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk reported that there had been no communications since the last meeting other than that regarding the Festival of Brass contest. He added that 1st Old Boys had written to seek clarification on the application of a penalty in the youth band section on the day, this was discussed later in the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the bank balance at the end of November was £1797.58. He noted that the door money from the Festival of Brass was still to be lodged and most prize money checks were still to be drawn.
Festival of Brass 2015
Paul Kirk to invoice Nick Childs and Allan Davison for adverts placed in Programme.
Allan Davison offered details of a couple of issues which had occurred during the day:

· In the morning session, timings were slightly out with a gap starting to appear between bands after only 1 or 2 performances. A decision was taken to push bands through more quickly which inadvertently led to warmup times being cut short. This was an unfortunate situation which should be avoided in the future. 

· 1st Old Boys’ Youth Band had a penalty applied due to an adult participating in their performance, but only in an entertainment capacity. The penalty was applied to entertainment points. It did not affect the overall outcome of the contest, with the band still winning their section along with best march and best soloist prizes. The entertainment prize had no monetary value.

In future, letters accompanying contest entry forms are to include guidance on youth band participation.

Bill Caughey noted that he had been very impressed by the adjudicators on the day, particularly the entertainment adjudicator.

Boris Pinto thanked Des Graham and Stephen Kennedy who transported Steve Sykes to/from the airport.
Solos & Ensembles 2016
Paul Kirk to text bands to remind them of the upcoming closing date for entries.
Brett Baker has been confirmed as adjudicator for the senior sections. Diane Creighton and Brendan Breslin are not available for junior sections, Alan Hunter to contact Jonny Rea to check his availability.

Brett Baker has offered to run a trombone workshop on the evening preceding the competition. This will focus on 18+unders as he will be adjudicating the seniors the following day.

Brass in Concert 2016
Currently there is no sponsor for the 2016 event.
Paul Kirk to work through list of adjudicators.

Allan Davison suggested Frank Sweeney as entertainment adjudicator, Boris Pinto to contact him to check availability.

Paul Kirk queried whether their might be any way to increase the distance between bands and adjudicators. The general feeling was that this would be hard to achieve although there should be efforts to try to stop bands pushing forwards, perhaps a line on the floor. 

Spring Festival 2016
There were no updates on this event.
Any Other Business
It was noted that 1st Old Boys Youth Band have taken the decision to not attend the European Brass Band Championships in Lille
A workshop day for junior bands will go ahead at Easter time. This will focus on players with 1 or 2 years playing experience. Smaller groups of inexperienced players will be encouraged. Groups will rehearse a few pieces produced by Bob Quick prior to attending the event.

Upcoming BBL Events

	13th February 2016
	Solos & Ensembles

	27th February 2016
	Brass in Concert

	16th April 2016
	Spring Festival


Upcoming Other Events

Downshire Brass in Concert with Grosvenor Choir
Saturday 5th December

St Thomas’ Church, Lisburn Road, Belfast
Composing and Arranging for Brass Bands Workshop with Dorothy Gates, Composer in Residence with the New York Staff Band
Wednesday 15th December 4pm
Queen’s University Belfast
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