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Brass Band League Meeting

Saturday 7th February 2015
Laganvale Band Room, Wansbeck Street, Belfast

Chairperson
Allan Davison
Attendees

Bill Clements (1st Larne), Graham Garrett (Laganvale), Patricia Gibson (Wellington), Ken Browne (Comber), John Patton (VP), Ken Tweedie (VP), Sam Howlett (CWA), Alan Hunter (1st Old Boys), Allister Crawford (Dynamic Brass), Allan Davison (Third Carrickfergus), Stephen Kennedy (Templemore), Fred McCrea (VP) , David Leonard (Dungannon), Jeanette Morton (Wellington), Paul Kirk (Downshire), Boris Pinto (Murley)

Apologies

Bill Caughey (Pres.), Patricia Evans (Dynamic Brass), Nigel Brodison (Ballyduff), Michael Alcorn (Downshire), Ronnie Kennedy (VP)

Allan Davison welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted by those who were present. 
Correspondence
Paul Kirk reported communications since last meeting:

· AccessNI advised of new online disclosures system which will go live in April

· Contacted Helen Hamill for FMT entertainment adjudication – she said no

· Contacted bands regarding extra event for Fivemiletown. 5 bands confirmed: Greystone, Lisnaskea, Churchill, Ballyreagh, Murley confirmed. Waiting on responses from St Mary’s and Tempo. “No”s from Ballinamallard, Tamlaghtmore, Hamiltownsbawn, The Bawn, Kilskeery

· Quest for adjudicator for Spring Festival continued. David Thornton now confirmed.

· Invite to BBL members from Concern to a fundraising concert featuring Princeton University Orchestra in Ulster Hall on 31st January – this was forwarded to bands.

· Laganvale advised new secretary is Graham Garrett

· Wellington advised their new secretary is Victoria McAuley

· Request for late draw from Ballyduff for Fivemiletown contest (due to 2 players coming off nightshift – difficult to make it down early)

Treasurer’s Report

Stephen Kennedy advised that the balance in the account on 23/1/15 was £3314.02. He noted affiliation fees had been lodged and there was still £100 outstanding income from Festival of Brass contest for advertising.
He confirmed that the contest made a profit of £255.89.

Solo & Ensemble Competition 2015
Alan Hunter reported a busy 3 weeks with lots of queries from bands. 

Bob Quick now confirmed as junior section adjudicator however he is also involved in senior ensembles. Another adjudicator, Brian Connolly, has therefore been appointed to cover 17+U ensemble, C Solo and B Quartet. Alan Hunter to contact bands in these sections to check there are no objections to open adjudication.

In order to try and save time, the B Quartets and C Solo sections were moved to Main Hall.

Following some withdrawals, entries now as follows:

	Juniors
	 
	 
	Seniors
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10+under solo
	13
	 
	Slow Melody
	29

	12+under solo
	29
	 
	C Solo
	14

	12+under ens.
	1
	 
	B Solo
	14

	Junior Band
	3
	 
	A Solo
	14

	15+under solo
	42
	 
	10 Piece A
	3

	17+under solo
	13
	 
	10 Piece B
	-

	17+under ens.
	4
	 
	Senior Ens.
	8

	 
	
	 
	B Quartet
	4

	 
	
	 
	A Quartet
	8

	 
	
	 
	 
	

	Total
	105
	 
	Total
	94


Draw will be available from the venue at 9am.

Alan reported that some trophies were still outstanding. 
Paul Kirk confirmed that Downshire Brass would look after catering on the day.

Allan Davison will print 250 programmes.
Paul Kirk will organise tickets.

Fivemiletown Contest 2015
It was confirmed by GR White & Son that they would be unable to offer any sponsorship due to commitments on other community projects. Allan Davison to meet with Rodney White to discuss.

Allan Davison mentioned that he been seeking other sponsors. The contest would proceed regardless.

Laganvale band requested Draw No. 1 in the championship section – this was agreed by those present. Ballyduff band requested a late draw in the 2nd section. This was denied as it is contrary to NIBA contesting rules.
The draw was then made as follows:

	4th Grade

	A
	Maguiresbridge Silver Band
	5

	B
	Dynamic Brass
	3

	C
	Letterbreen Silver Band
	2

	D
	Poyntzpass Silver Band
	1

	E
	Warrenpoint Silver Band
	4

	 
	 
	 

	3rd Grade

	A
	Dungannon Silver Band
	1

	B
	Wellington Memorial Silver Band
	4

	C
	St Marks Silver Band
	3

	D
	Comber Silver Band
	2

	 
	 
	 

	2nd Grade

	A
	CWA
	2

	B
	Third Carrickfergus Band
	4

	C
	Ballyduff Silver Band
	3

	D
	Roughan Silver Band
	1

	 
	 
	 

	Championship

	A
	1st Old Boys Silver Band
	3

	B
	Murley Silver Band
	4

	C
	Laganvale (Metal Technology) Band
	1

	D
	Downshire Brass
	2


With regards to the proposed extra event on the night before the contest, 5 bands have agreed to take part: Greystone, Lisnaskea, Churchill, Ballyreagh, Murley. 

Several members of the executive are planning to be in Fivemiletown that evening to run the event.

Patricia Gibson proposed entry fees of £5 for Friday and £7.50 for Saturday with a combined ticket to cover both events at £10. Children to go free. This was seconded by Alan Hunter and agreed by those present.
Allan Davison confirmed that there would be no requirement for an adjudicator on the Friday night. 

Boris Pinto advised that an entertainment adjudicator had now been appointed for the Saturday contest – Frank Sweeney who is retired Head or Arts, Culture and Leisure at Omagh Council.

With regards to music adjudication, Jonathan Corry will arrive into City of Derry airport early Saturday morning with plans to be in Fivemiletown for 10am.

It was therefore agreed by those present that the contest would commence at 10:30am.

Paul Kirk to contact Noel Trimble to arrange for Murley and Wesleyan Halls to be opened for rehearsals.

Alan Hunter to arrange van hire.

Paul Kirk to contact Noel Trimble regarding bands possibly sharing percussion on the Friday night too.

Results for 4th section to be given out before lunch.

All other sections will be at end of day.
Spring Festival 2015
Paul Kirk confirmed that David Thornton has now been booked. He unfortunately can’t run any workshops due to prior commitments on the Sunday however.

Closing date for entries is 7th March.
Any Other Business
There being no further business, Allan Davison thanked everyone for coming and drew the meeting to a close.
The next meeting will take place on Saturday 14th March at 3pm.
Upcoming Events

	25th April
	Spring Festival

	21st November
	Festival of Brass at Queen’s
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